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“AERIALS” System of a Down

As heard on Toxicity (AMERICAN)
Words and Music by Daron Malakian and Serj Tankian e Transcribed by Matt Scharfglass

All guitars are in DADGAD tuning, down one whole step (low to high: CG CF G C). ; ‘
Bass tuning (low to high): C G C F. |

All notes and chords sound one whole step lower than written (key of C minor).
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Verses (0:34, 1:40)

* repeat previous chord

i
1. Life is a  waterfall we're one in the river and one again after the fall i
2. Life is a  waterfall we drink fromthe river then we tum around and put up our walls i
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(1., 2.) Swimmingthrough the void we hear the word we lose ourselves but we find it all "Cause
we are the ones that wanna play alwayswanna go but you never wanna stay And [2.
Gtr. 2
13 (repeat previous four measures) 4 o
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Bass plays Bass Fig. 1 two and one half times (see meas. 9)

(2nd time) skip ahead to @
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1st Chorus (1:16)

(2nd time only)
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back S
And 2. When you lose small mind you free your life 5 SSRGS
Gtr. 2 repeats Riff A (see meas. 21)
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Bass plays Bass Fill I (see previous page) Bass plays Bass Fig. 2 (see meas. 19)
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2nd Chorus (2:40)
(1) Aerials in the sky When you lose small  mind you
(2) Aerials SO up high When you free your eyes eternal
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2 Bass plays Bass Fig. 2 untll end (see meas. 19)
(3:03)
free  your life (1.) Aerials in the sky
prize (2.) Aerials S0 up high
3.,4.) Ah ah
F5 E5 D5 N.C.(Dm)
Gtr. 1 plays Rhy. Fig. 1 four times (see meas. 1)
Gtr. 3 plays Rhy. Fig. 2 four times (see meas. 19)
ﬂ 34 =~ > > > B e S i o S S i e S o e
3 0 14 >~—0—o0—{* == === ===
> L3 —23@3 }C ):14 ~0—0 ——2—(2)—0—(0)—0— 0o &¢ —(3)—2— 2)—
I* = J [— [
ﬂ [1,2.,3. ][4
When  you lose small  mind you free your life
When  you free your  eyes eternal prize
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Gtr. 2 Gtr. 3 plays Fill 1 (see previous page)
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*Gtr. 2 doubles and palm-mutes notes (m@.
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