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“ATOMIC PUNK"” Van Halen

As heard on Van Halen (WARNER BROS.)
Words and Music by Edward Van Halen, Alex Van Halen, Michael Anthony and David Lee Roth e Transcribed by Jeff Perrin

Tune guitar down one half step (low to high: Eb Ab Db Gb Bb Eb).
Bass tuning (low to high): Eb Ab Db Gb.

All notes and chords sound one half step lower than written (key of Eb minor).

B5 D5V D5 E5VII Dadd § C#m7 Cmaj7 F5 E5
Sfr 76 3 Sfr S 4t o E::
. = HH Cres 1] HH s
[E 13 13 134 134 134 134 1
Intro (0:00)
Fast J =196
N.C.
Gtr. 1 (elec. w/dist., phaser and reverb)
1 (rub strings w/palm)  (play 7 times) (play 3 times)
X—X—X—X—X—X—X—X X—X—X—X—X—X—X—X—X—X X—X—X—X—X—X—X—X X—X—X—X—X
X—X—X—X—X—X—X—X—H-X—X—X—X—X—X—X—X—X—X T X—X—X—X—X—X—X—X— X—X—X—X—X
X—X—X—X—X—X—X—X X—X—X—X—X—X—X—X—X—X X—X—X—X—X—X—X—X X—X—X—X—X
—X—X—X—X—X—X—X—H-X—X—X—X—X—X—X—X—X—X TX—X—X—X—X—X—X—X— X—X—X—X—X
tX—X—X—X—X—X—X—X X—X—X—X—X—X—X—X—X—X X—X—X—X—X—X—X—X X—X—X—X—X
T o o T e i o o
3 3 3 3
Gtr. 1
5 (repeat previous beat) (repeat previous measure)
—X—X X—X
—&{—% o - —%
S R - y 4 y 4 7~ 7 o 4 7
—X—X X—X
—X—X X—X 5
Bass
> > > >
| -z | 2 [ A 1
Il s | 7~ | 7 —11
Iy | |
(0:18, 0:53)
(2nd time) yeah
N.C.(Em) (D) B5 D5 N.C.(Em) (D)
Gtr. 1 substitutes Fill 1 second time
9 AnA w/bar \*/ \V/ \/
== ; : e r— N~ —M—Mn—
4
7-=10 7—9 (9—9—0 2 5 7—10 7—9 H(9) 1
T O A N Y B i )
l l L
-1172 *vibrato bar “dip.”
Bass Fig. 1 end Bass Fig. 1
I I I
== 5 t5—5—5—5 5 ! 5—5—5—5—5—5—5 |
A 20 e O T 1 A
N.C.(Em) (D) B5 E5 N.C.(Em) (D)
Gtr. 1 substitutes Rhy. Fill 1 second time (see meas. 22) Gtr. 1 substitutes Fill 2 second time
13 Gt 1 dive w/bar
=== 4 9 s 0
" ( J— {
o 7—10 s -7 i9 9 g r |7 s 7—10 B 7 |9 (90 ‘([@ "
Bass plays Bass F ig. 1 simile (see meas. 9)
Fill 1 (0:57) Fill 2 (1:02) 7
N.C.(D N.C.(D —
Gu. 1 ( )w/bar Gtr. 1 (D) NH. ____ \/ \V V4
T  — .
It*u_m) o © =  ——" - (2
(12)— —
HB——0 (%) 12
— itch: E D
n— P

Copyright © 1978 Van Halen Music and Diamond Dave Music. All Rights o/b/o Van Halen administered by WB Music Corp.
All Rights Reserved. Used by Permission. WARNER BROS. PUBLICATIONS U.S. INC., Miami, FL 33014.
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Ist and 2nd Verses” (0:27, 1:03)

L am a victim the science
2. 1 am the ruler these  netherworlds
D5 N.C. D5
Gtr. 1 (phaser off)
17 letring : let ring

\ 3—

. 31 \.

s 0—| ) —0—0—0—0—F——~———

l | h h h | I [ | | I ol

| I I
Bass substitutes Bass Fill 1 second time

Bass Fig. 2 (see next page)

*play repeat simile
Bass

|
5 5 5 5 5—5—5 3—2— 5—5—-—5—5—5—5
[ | | N [ (] OO O |
a child of the yes
the underground yes
(D) (D) D5V B5
Rhy. Fill 1 VoI 11 DRSO 1

[

21 (phaser on)

7 4
(9 > i
| |

— t_l l

| |
5—-5—5—5—5 1 ==
| Pl 0—0—0—0—(0)—0
] I P

end Bass Fig. 2
]

remember when | was your age
wall and place my fearsome name is
N.C D5

Gtr. 1 (phaser off) Gtr. 1 substitutes Rhy. Fill 2 second time (see next page)
25 let ring

3\ 3; 2
2 2—-21:
)i D
0 —0—0—0—0 0— 0 —0—0—0—0

— F——t—t—3—2—0 i ==
S R OO O ) [ I
Bass plays Bass Fig. 2 simile (see meas. 17)
(it) says no more
Just look around yes
(D)

Gtr. 1 substitutes Rhy. Fill 3 second time

29 (phaser on) dive w/bar

L—(0) 0—t i (o)~
ﬂ [ T
@ Chorus (0:46, 1:22)

Nobody these  streets at night i The Atomic
Nobody these  streets at night The Atomic

1o0och
)

N©©OOC

| A
NANNOC

G
e

5—7 7 7 I 7 —
O S o L o 4 TR, P I _p—i —0—0— 74
IO I0 IG i 0 ‘0 lO—r~—$U) I0 I0 —'—'IO 0—0 I5

(1st time) go back to
(2nd time) continue on to [D] @ Guitar Solo (1:30)

whoa *N.C.(E5) (D5) (85)  (D5)
(w/slap-back echo)

whoa

full full '
/slap-back echo 2nd t 39 e -

(wislap-bec cecio tndfine) Lol — ] + 12 }12—15j 15— 14—12-

15 15 15

y 4 Zz y A

‘ )

*harmony implied by bass gtr.

*Substitute note in parenthesis second time.

2
&

N
11
1}

7 S 7
e N L
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(E5) (D5) (B5) (E5) (D5) (B5) (D5)
4 Mol full full full full . full
F—12 4 4 . "
[—15 —15=(15)-12—15-12—1 15-12—J 12— == T 0~ 20=(20)— 22— 22 2—22°
144+=15- 145=15-14-12—(12) 20 X " o
= ; )
. L L Y
3 3 3 3
— ] { :
7—== 75 (5) 5 7 7—7—5 5555 5
. : L A— i 71— v ;
Lo —(0)— 5—6—7—+ 7 0 0 7
[ [ o I . , I I P |
(E5) (D5) (B5) (E5) (B5) (D5)
45 full full full full full (O & full full full full
= + = 4 = 197—(19)-(19) - S— % S— y— £
2—22-2—272-—2272-27Tn %= 7 0 15—172(17)-(17) ——1521(15)-(15) J
210 14 12—14=(14)-(18)—7—9 .
Y Y L
>
| : { : -
7 7—7—5 5— 5112 5 7— == 7——= 5
0 —0—f——+ Ly 7 Lo —0—(0)—0——0—L(0)—0— 7 ' -
| (- l | | | | I d I | |
(E5) (B5) (D5) (E5) (D5) (B5)
PM. 112 12 112 112 full,
49---—. Y 4 PO, 1
Y / N — ] } 17
—(©9)—9) 9= 979 971 (9)(9)-7—9 13
5—7—A4—5—2— 4 2 ==
5 A—5—2 @ 0
LI 1] Y / / L
3
T T I ]
0 5= T — 0:11- 0)—o—+ 7 - I5 s s 0 —o—+ oj 9—0——o0—p 7 —]
R N i I R O W N, L, MO o R
(E5) (A5) (Bb5) (B5)
D).,
let ri full full
53_- e ring__ j;-‘_ - :\; AAAAAAAAAAAAA
a7 17 A7) 15°(19)-12——12—— =
0 0—0—0—1—1—1—2—2—2
iy a2 T T T D D
] | I I -
*Notes played slightly “behind” the beat. 3 3 3 3 3
Bass Fig. 3
] a8
— = } ¥ ¢ —]
L—o - )—0—— 6T 0)—0—1 05 6 L7— 7 7 7 ]
| | ‘ | | ﬁ | [ | B 1 |

fu”/\./\/\/\/\
56 -
1—1—1—2—2—2 33 —3—4—4—4—6—6—6—7—7—7—|8—8—8—9—90—9—(9)°
—3—3—3—4—4—4
N I I -
L 1T Y
3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3
(repeat previous two bars) 2 end Bass Fig. 3
2 p > ]
(3 - | 77 ]
7 I i =
I
Rhy. Fill 2 (1:14)
D5 N.C (Em)
Bass Fill 1 (1:07) Gr.1 PM, . P.M.
Bass D5 N.C. (Em) 3 . 3
i}
%57410\——3—2—0—1—:[} =0 S S i 0—3—2—0—=
‘ ] I } 1 O ) ) 1 3 1 ) ﬁ & + i 04
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B5
(slap-back echo and phaser off)
59 Guw.1 2 v *
s 7 - P Py
9—9 9 T 4 st 3 $ -
i | a 2
] | l
Bass plays Bass Fig. 3 (see meas. 55) *repeat previous chord
(1:59)
Yow
N.C.
63 Gtr. 1 (phaser on) (play 3 times)
X—X X—X—X
—X—X — X—X-X A
- - 4 7 y 4 : - y 4 7 :
—X—X - X—-X—-X
X—X X—X—X
3
Bass
D I il i I 2 N
I = | b 1 | | - [ 3 |
. | il | | |7 1}
(2:08)
N.C.(Em) (D) B5 D5V N.C.(Em) (D)
N.H. N.H
67 Gtr. 1 AAAARA e 1 R
12 0— —
12 iff 5
== 2 7 =
@25 @~ s
| | I l I I I I I 1 l
Bass plays Bass Fig. 1 twice simile (see meas. 9) pitth: G E D F§ G B
(Em) (D) B5 D5V N.C.(Em) (D)
71 AAAAAAAAAAANANANA w/bar
== 4 7 == " 0) 0
7—10 7—9 (9 0 2 5 7—10 7—9 (9)—0
0 i 4 e n n c 1 c i 4 e n i F!
| DU A | | l 1 ]
3rd Verse (2:18) T~ 112 -~
| am the ruler of these netherworlds
D5 N.C. D5 N.C. (Em)
75 (phaser off) PM. ___________ 5 P e sasas o somsiassosisnssr st isns i ”
2 3 17a%
21 2o 9!
0 0—0—0—0—————~—0—10 0—0——0—0—-0—0—0—0 —
O S i S < <A ] I I — S 0—a F
T L 1T ] | LI [ 1 N S S ) (S T -
Bass plays Bass Fig. 2 twice simile (see meas. 17) Bass substitutes Bass Fill 2 [
the underground oh
(D) B5 D5V N.C.(Em) (D)
w/bar bt
79 (phaser on) P.M. AAAAAN NN —
34—0—(0) [=
== 4 7 == 0
S O—¢g—2—5 ¢ ® .
| A W R ! A A W R 1 0
\/ 10
-172
1 2ip E
On every wall and place my fearsome name is hung 7=
D5 N.C. D5 N.C. (Em) &
] (phaser off)
83 letring . 5 PM._________ 5 1) 5
3\ 33} |
2} 22k =
0 0—0——+0—0—0—0 0—%0, 0—0—10—0—0—0—7F=——"~<—""]
. —3—2—0— f — 3—2—0——=4
| | | | I | | h h h I 1 | I I [ I [ h h h 0—
[ [ I N O A l ] T T 1 [ 4
Bass substitutes Bass Fill 3
Bass Fill 2 (2:20) Bass Fill 3 (2:30)
Bass D5 N.C. (Em) Bass D9 7
= | ] - I
e s sssro | EEpsrsl 555
[ vl 72 I I I A S (| [ 1 ]
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look around whoa yeah
(Em) (D) B5 D5V N.C.(Em) (D)
/b
87 (phaser on) ANAAAAAANNANAA ! “r\/ V. _ V
== = = -—12 (12)-(12)—(12) —(12)><{]
o — o O—o——2—5 e S S
PO | R e
Bass substitutes Bass Fill 4 \ /L———j———J
IE 3rd Chorus (2:37) s
Nobody rules these  streets at night but me nobody
. Dadd?
Gtr. 1 (phaser off)
Pgpg-——=" """ == 70\ el T ETE 70\
i £ £
9 7 7
Tal T3] ] 4]
%/ 197 WA L7
3 AV A4
Bass P e, 2778
1|. 9—9 } 9) L 9 I
7 = 7o 7 7 = 7
Lo o—o—o<]—o—Lﬁ0)—c h 0—10) I h 0—0— 9—1—50)—0—0—0—0—0—1——I
| | L[] _ ] L 11 L
like The Atomic
C#m7 Cmaj7 N.C.
95, ;x —— = T =T m = — == £\ N (pick scrape)
1ol 1o} Tol
T8 el e
27 27 2]
127l 1 2] (37
10/ 16 \\/4 X
o ]f T | ——
A e 0 A
Free time
Punk
B5 F5
fdbk.
99 o\ w/bar
a > P 5% | OS5 P A= == = = == ==
1 7 L3 [ 73\ 7ay 3 3
3 3 &
: 17 1 ‘|1, I1
- pitch A\ i
o 3 [N I T ]
7 X B 4 p= | g I g |
L —7—7 7 7 I 7 133 10y —
E5
103 vV V V >
% == Sy W 2 O = = S W TR - -
3 I - — 81 33y 2 2
1] L — \\]“J’ 1] \Tyf I FARTAR § 0 Y
_
T i de - -
T I — 3 1]
o 5y T | == T =3 i [ [ = i |
& e A 7T'1) : X Lo L
Bass Fill 4 (2:33)
Bass N.C.(D) B5 D5
i
5 14* 5 -
b [ ]
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