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“SWEET CHILD O’ MINE” Guns N’ Roses

As heard on Appetite for Destruction (GEFFEN)
Words and Music by W. Axl Rose, Slash, Izzy Stradlin’, Duff McKagan and Steven Adler e Transcribed by Andy Aledort and Matt Scharfglass
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All guitars are tuned down one half step (low to high: Eb Ab Db Gb Bb Eb).
Bass tuning (low to high): Eb Ab Db Gb.
All notes and chords sound one half step lower than written (keys of Db and E b minor).
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D C G
Gtr. I plays first six meas. of Riff A (see meas. 1)
| Gtr. 2 plays Rhy. Fig. 1 simile (see meas. 9)
| Gtr. 3
‘ 17 Rhy. Fig. 2
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Verses (0:46, 1:47)
1. She’sgot a smile that it seems to me reminds
2. She'sgot eyes of the bluest skies as
D Dsus4 D D
Gtr. 1 plays Fill 1 Gtr. 2 plays Rhy. Fig. I twice simile (see meas. 9)
end Rhy. Fig. 2 Gtr. 4 (elec. w/light dist.)
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me of childhood memories where everything wasas fresh  as the bright blue sky
if they thought of rain I'd hate to look into those eyes and see  an ounce of pain
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Nowand  then whenl seeher face she takes me away to that special  place and if |
Her hair reminds meof a warm safe place where as a child I'd hide and
Cadd9
w/chorus effect
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1st and 2nd Choruses
stared too  long I'd probly break down andcry W&;G' =
pray for the thunder andthe rain  to quietly pass me by
G D A
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whoa sweet child of mine Whoa oh oh oh sweet love of mine
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42 Gt 1
i 12— 15—14 = —12——10
15 ~14 15——14 3
12-10——12—+—12 14-12—1—14—1—14 s 14 —14 12-10——12——12>—=
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i Gtr. 2 plays Rhy. Fig. 1 simile (see meas. 9)
I Gtr. 3 plays Rhy. Fig. 2 simile (see meas. 17)
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Gtr. 3 plays Rhy. Fig. 2 simile

(see meas. 17)
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Gtr. 2 plays Rhy. Fig. 1 simile

(see meas. 9)
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“SWEET CHILD O’ MINE”
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*composite arrangement
oh

172

X5

*Gtrs. 2 and 4
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Gtr. 4 plays Fill 2 (see previous page)
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1st Guitar Solo (3:35)
Em C B7 Am
Gtr. 1
full
79 f;/‘ ——————— R Lo
17 Amns—1a 15-14 ¥ 15—14 151412 12—14 £, Tt
17-(17) 16— 15—(15)-1 v
S 14-(14)-12—11—12
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- y =
E5 VI Cs5 B5 3 S A5
Gtr. 2
Rhy. Fig. 3a 7™~ B > > end Rhy. Fig. 3a
} Al - == =
x—9—19 5 X ) X-X4 X ] X-X1-2 X XX
X 1 5 X \+~ X-X1-4 X 3 X-X1-2 X 3 da X—X—
A=I—tl — XXp2——X XXpo——X X-X
L | | - = | | — = [ [ N ==
Gtr. 4 (w/clean tone)
Rhy. Fig. 3 end Rhy. Fig. 3
let ring throughout
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0 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 2 2 2
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Bass Fig. 1 - > £ >;"\4). & S end Bass Fig. 1
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7 - 3 3 > 2 l — —]
0 — 0 0 L £ —o—L £ 9—L5 5j—1|:o—3——2—|
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Em C B7 Am Em
Gtr. 2 plays Rhy. Fig. 3a twice simile (see meas. 79) 1(
Gtr. 4 plays Rhy. Fig. 3 twice simile (see meas. 79) ]
Gir. | full 12 e 12 2
u - 1/
8 2 = . >} e 2 N O W N
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‘i Bass plays Bass Fig. 1 twice simile (see meas. 79)
! C B7 Am Em C B7
! Gtr. 2 plays first three meas. of Rhy. Fig. 3a 110
| (see meas. 79) E
it Gtr. 4 plays first three meas. of Rhy. Fig. 3 Gtr. 5 plays Fill 3
,‘ (see meas. 79) (see next page) e
I 172 =L
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q‘ % o o —— S i :
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] Bass plays first three meas. of Bass Fig. 1 (see meas. 79) =
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i) 2nd Guitar Solo (4:07)
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1 _p Gir. 5 (elec. widist. and wah) ol
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C5 D5 G5 E5 G5 A5
Gtrs. 2, 3 and 4 play Rhy. Fig. 4 three times simile (see meas. 96)
g9 ful 112 ful full full 12 T 12 12 VY]
P £ F 2 = — P
—17Z—17297=(171—17717)15-}1517——15Z(15) —15—12 ¥ . ——15 15
an 17157 (%) 14—-(14)12-14—12-14——12—14= (14)-12—14—12— 14— 1471214
V = . n -
3
end Rhy. Fig. 4
> > > > > > >
—s X-X-2——0 = ) 2 X 7 &
5 X-X-0——0 2——X wa X-X—-5 X va X-X—-2 X va X=X—]
3 S — — S — SH—xX =
[ LT 7 P = 1 [ ' ] =
end Bass Fig. 2 Bass plays Bass Fig. 2 three times (see meas. 96)
> > S > > > > - > >
! . i 5—® i }
—3—3—3—3—5 7— — ==
e 3 -t o5 s 1% 3———1 33 015 0—5—(5)—5——5—0———
[ I = g N i ] A O Sl T A G
cs5 Dps'l G5 E5 G5 A5
Gtr. 5
’ V2V IR/} 1/4 1/4
10:1 % 3 ! PM., 4 Annnn PM. Annnn PM.
:':t15‘ PSS ST / / 1212-~—151512—]
14)-14-(14)14——14(14) 12—1412 == 121412—}12 == 121412—-1212-=—14141214+—+-1412 14
14+—+-141 141214-(14) 1414 14 141214-(14) 1414 14 1412
| 1 S ) I f i e o f T
] | 1 = i [ i -
C5 Ds!l G5 E5 G5
. full full full full full full full full
107 ~ . 8 o 778
——12-12—=—15-15-12—15—14—17121512—2—12 + 12 12 12 —F12 12 12 J* 12-2-15-
15-12 15—»(15)—15-12?}——151215——151214, 1512[-15 1512,/ —151215——-15124121-1512—
3 3 3 3 3 3 3 6
@Breakdown (4:38)
Where do we go Where dowe go now
A5 C5 Ds'l G5 E5 G5
Gtr. 5 1172
| 10A e, B full full full  full steady slide
! ——(15)>——(15) (15)15=—12-15-12—12 12 I ] =
| 15 15—15-12 ==/ 15 = < -
\ 14 (14)12-14-(14)—14 (149)12—14-12——1{12) @—2
| . .
| : i I
| = = ]
‘ 3 3 3 Gtr.2
> > > % >
: 2 X __‘/ \ 5 % a/ 2 a == 2
| 52— X w4 X-X—1-5 0 L ¢ 5— ' 5 (5%
| —o0—X L e f X 2 . X 3
U = = | J A
| Bass Bass Fig. 3
> > > >
} T i PR T a ]
= P — 35 i o <Ga— T e ]
S i A O A B e A
Fill 3 (4:02
(4:02) (A5)
Gtr. 5 (elec. w/dist. and wah) ~ P.M. | Py Py = = full
= 1 11-12-14-11-1214-15-12-14-15-14-12—14—121412—12
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‘ Wheredowe go Ooh oh Where do we go Wheredo we go now Wheredo we go now
| A5V C5 D5 G5 E5 G5 AsY
| 114 G5 NH...... . ARARRR, N.H.
' ———'f——X-X_g((_;((_))g - I S Y ki - X =
| X-X-X-X-X o — 0 R o
) | O f 1 1 ) f f
wf o B — 1 d -
Gir. 2 pitches: D F# D
5 > > > > > >
| i S iy — s o t O s—=——1%
7 7—(7) 5 7—0 2 = 0 5—(5) 7 7—(7)
ﬁ z - il 3 3 =it X | g -
| | | I [ | | l |
E‘lass end Bass Fig. 3 5055 plays Bass Fig. 3 twice (sge meas. 112)
p | B T ” | % T o =]
‘ ! = 3 3 3 5 I f S [ f = I f = —
5 5 L~ + +—+—s3 Lo 0 2—L3 3 Ls 5 -
' | Y | I Y | Y | Y 1
i Where dowe go sweet  child Where dowe go now i
il c5 D5 G5 E5 G5 AS C5 D5 G5 C
! 119 G5 tr
X—X-X X-X
- 2 i VDY 2 o T - - Py PYREL J0r. Y VR %:}___—
8 o — 8 £ i L -
T I O A0 TP -
== e -
Gtr. 2 > > > PM., > > > - > > > |
3 - ‘
2 — " o P )Y o]
| o, S —{ 2 L g T o 3 X A S —
| —3——5—X e S i B 0 X ———
; ] T P l y L] ] _ P
i
I [1] Outro (508) 1
f Aye aye aye aye aye aye aye aye Wheredowe go now Ah ah whoa  Where do we go E
i E5 a5 A5 c5 D5 G5 E5 -
1 Gtr. 5 il ¥ I -
‘\ 104 14 full 1/4 - T f
‘ 4 =5 L : g (22)—22-22 222
8 — — = 15-(15) 12—== - b 17-17-17—#17-171717 -
i i 14-(14) 12— Y
I [
il e —
I; 3— ]
1- *Gtrs. 2 and 4 |1
I Gtr. 2 Rhy. Fig. 5
Y 3 3
| = 7713 2 Ti—1
i ¢ 3 3  — —
i —0 3 0— - f 3 0 =
| L | | - | | | | — I—\-
| -
‘ Bass >Cnmpos1te a;rangemem
il - : — 1 —J1a-14-14-14-14-0 i —— =
I R C i S B A G I i W A T Pt
Ah Where do we go now Oh Where do we go
G5 A5 C5 D5 G5 E5
Gu.5 . Gtrs. 2 and 4 play Rhy. Fig. 5
____________________ full full full full
12 2f2 1;2 l’z_ : \221 19—-15—17 1. 17—(1 1?7 ------ 17 '11/2 A7)-(17)15 ——nm S gn =
——0 29 22— N ~15—17— —T— — — = = = 3
@) 49 an (47 an-0Ms 57 @7 15 15-15-12- E
o %
U [ 5
\[ 4 -
i 33— 33— 33— 3
‘ end Rhy. Fig. 5
i Gus.2and4 z 5 > > 5 e e - : =
| 0 2 5 7 0 o
| —o 2 5 7 0 2 E(
| —X Lo 3 5——X 2 :
’ 0y s L ] | I I I
( I Bass
I > S aw > > > > >
| T T T |
o ' = [3—3—3—3—5 :
L—3 F_—_jf—s—s——o—Ls 0—5—(5)—5—5—0 L 3 Lo 0
I Loade Lo e T e il 5 [ |

120 GUITAR WORLD




“SWEET CHILD O’ MINE”

—

Where do  we go now
G5 A5 C5 D5 G5
133 Gtr. 5 full full full  full full
15121412 21512151512 121512 121512 = 1512 121512 121512 121512 121512 ’\—\»A—w} (1511'?15x1'ﬁ:5 15 12_;L,-_-_w
] 14 14 14 14 14 14 14 Fil (14)12 X ) 2 12-14—]
5 5 5 5 5 5 5 3
Bass ) 1/4
> > > > > > 4
& 5) | | I |
2 . I == 13 3 3 3 = ] |
3 3 0—0—0—15 0—5 15)—5—5——0 ! l | | \" = 37 !
Where do  we go Ooh whoa Where do we go now
E5 G5 A5
Gtrs. 2 and 4 play first three meas. of Rhy. Fig. 5 (see meas. 128) letring .
136 grad. bend full full full full
£ ST ST
B 15—+ = A 15—(15) 15—(15) ———15—12—
14 (14)—14(14)12+14 12(14) —12—14-14-12——
3 3
let Finge cancunmawas 4
Ta—Q4) ' 5 ) ! '
i 5 5) 1 = |
L A S B A N G Y i ) o
No no no no no no no Sweet child Sweet child
N.C. E5 G5 A5
Gtr. 4 plays Fill 4 (see page 119)
Gtr. 5
139 _ full 12 12 12 full e GARRRA
>4 > > >4 > > ] S L Sty L S, St L St [ Sl 4 > 4
1572 —15—12 7 ] b o= —] ] ] ' ]
147—14—12—-14——(14)—14—(14) —14—14 -14—14——14 14) Yy =
14)" 14
_—
e 33— (SRR . |
Gtr. 2 Gtrs. 2 and 4
> > > > > > > > >
0> /2\
> hiO ST —
7—5 2 X L0/
BENERE T o
I__j N | VI 3 S
Bass >
> > > > > > -
| - | I 5) | ]
7 5 I = I > ) [ —
‘ ' |7 | Is r ' |o 0— 0—o0—2—! I3 3 3—3—0—45 '
e g ) (P
Free Time (5:38)
of  mine
c5 D5 Es V!
12 bend n.:zick
143 ~rrnnnn AAANAAAA AAANAAAAAAN 'S forwar ~
T [ T T
i i L
-4 g 5 10) 7 ?m T T - bl ~
A i A T A e 2
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JE8 FiNG - - - S eeemmeme e mmme e mmmmmemmmmeeemmSee— e eeeeeeeeemmeeeeeSeeeeoosseseseee-emsse-osoonon-os &
> > Q)
_____ T — J T o0—(9)
_145\ 77 7a% L 7a% 79\ . P '
2] e 18] 8] mEA ———
|3 S8 iy N7 Y : |7 {
> > >'
il T z ' i |
3 (5) N o e = = - T i o e e Tt e = s v i |
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